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AND WHAT WAS: 
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THE CLOSET WALL-- 
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YOU GET IN AND 
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WHEN T 
ACCESSED YOUR 

\ WLTRA-ULTRA FILE IN 
THE TOP SECRET 

ARCHIVES, |T TURNED 
OUT To BE AN ELABOR- 

ATE FICTION! 

Just HOW 
PEEP is your 
COR AS DEEP AS YOUR 

OWN, IF YOU KNOW THAT 
MUCH ABOUT ME! 
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RUN OPS FOR SOME 

: NO-NAME, NO-VISIBLE 
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YOU EXPECT 
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LOGAN'S! WAS STILL AN EVIL EMPIRE 
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ZI WASN'TOUT 
TOTRACK DOWN 

DARK CLAW--I 
WAS AFTER THE ALL THE RECORDS 

HYENA... OF THAT PROTECT 
HAVE BEEN CONVENIENTLY 

DESTROYED, 

ACTUALLY, 
THE PROGRAM WAS 
A RESOUNDING 

SUCCESS. 

EXACTLY WHAT IT. 
OUT TO PRODUCE. 
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FOR IN THE 
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THAT TROUBLE 
TO INTERFERE 
WITH THE 

TYPOGRAPHY 
OF THE NEWS-| 

PAPER? 

"AFL" 1S AIR FORCE 
2-- THE PRESIDENTS 

PLANE! 

WHEN Z TANGLED WITH THE HYENA 
AT THE PRINTING PLANT, L NOTICED THAT 
CREED WAS WEARING A STATIC ELECTRICITY 
DISCHARGE WIRE ON HIS WRIST. 

HE WASN'T THERE 
TO PLANT A BOMB AT ALL-- 
HE WAS THERE TO GO INSIDE 
THE GUTS OF A COMPUTER-- 

--THE DISCHARGE 
WIRE |S 10 PREVENT 
DAMAGE TO THE 

MEMORY. 

PUNCH IT UP, 
SPARROW! 

~--MAYBE HE 
WAS MESSING 
WITH THE HEAD- Bi 
LINES FOR 
THE MORNING 

THE PRESIDENT |S IN 
GOTHAM AND DUE TO FLY 
BACK TO WASHINGTON IN 
TWENTY MINUTES! 
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SECURITY! HE'S I’M HERETO THE ONLY 
IN THE COCKPIT WARN You! COSTUMED WACKO 

~ E I SEE AROUND 
HERE |S YOU, 
BUDDY! 

YOU FOOLS! 
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ALREADY ONTHIS. 
PLANE !! YOU DON’ 
KNOW HOW. 

DON'T MOVE 
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I'/MNOT 
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THIS IS NO WAY. 
TOGET A HEAD, 

LAD! 
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Dear bodacious clawed 
one, 

Congratulations on 
getting your own book, 
and about time if | 
don't say so myself! | 
am thoroughly blown 
away by awesome sav- 
age in-yourface-ness 
and all that cool stuff 
you say when you're 
ripping the guts out of 
nasty bad guys and 
tearing their faces off 
with your adamantium claws! One thing, 
though; You ought to dump that wussy lit- 
tle whiner Jubilee and get yourself a REAL 
sidekick! | mean, what kind of cheap power 
is that she has anyway? You could replace 
her with a midget and a bag of firecrackers! 
Get somebody as bad and gnarly as the 
HYENA! Either that or some totally awe- 
some BABE! Yeah! Some totally babed-out 
ultratwist like some of those nice ladies 
they have on BAYWATCH! So that’s the tick- 
et, dudes—more ripping and stomping and 
punching claws through brains and tearing 
out spinal cords through left nostrils and 
more outrageous totally mind-boggling, to- 
sellyoursoulfor, never-dream-of-getting- 
near-one-in-the-real-world FURIOUSLY 
ENDOWED BABES'!!!! Get the picture? 

Zachary Feuer 
Los Angeles, CA 

We shall take your comments into 
consideration. 

Dear Editorial People, 
| am a longtime collector of Sleuth 

Comics. | own three complete sets in three 
condition grades as well as several hun- 
dred “traders.” My devotion to this partic- 
ular title has always had more to do with 
consistency of characterization and logical 
‘complexity of the story line rather than the 
“flavor of the month” art team. This is why 
| am) profoundly disturbed by the current 
trend towards retcon and revisionism. 
Don't you realize that these characters 
are standing upon several decades of 
accumulative history? How can you be so 
cavalier with story lines established by 
such giants of the industry as G. Waldo 
Emerson, Elihu Ramakrishna, Paul 
Kupperberg and E. Nelson Bridwell? Who is 
this upstart Larry Hama, anyway? Wasn't 
he the writer on “Sgt. Fury and the Combat- 
Happy Joes of Easy Company”? What kind 
of credentials are those for taking over a 
flagship character like Dark Claw? Larry 
Hama couldn't write his way out of a paper 
bag if it was on fire! He actually writes sto- 
ries that have ENDINGS!! That's not what 
we want! He doesn’t make allusions to sit- 
coms, Star Trek, and other icons of pop cul 
ture. He doesn’t even use CAPTIONS, for 
heaven's sake!!! How are we going to get 
our daily dose of purple prose without CAP- 

TIONS!! There are those of us out here who. 
LIKE our comics to be pretentious! 

Aemon Goldstein 
Toronto, Ontario 

Golly, Aemon, you certainly have 
opinions, don’t you? 

@ 
Dear Dark Claw Staft 

lam very pleased indeed with the cur- 
rent creative team on Dark Claw, and | am 
thrilled that the “Taloned Avenger” is get- 
ting his own title at last! | remember Mr. 

Balent's work from “John Jones, Vampire 
Hunter” and "Prince Namor the Aqua-Man” 
and | thought it was quite impressive back 
then, but lately, it seems he has really 
found his style and brought his drawing 
ability right up to the stellar level! | have 
always enjoyed Mr. Hama's writing and | 
appreciate the many literary allusions and 
asides he makes. |, too am a big fan of 
William Blake, W.B. Yeats and Cormac 
McCarthy. | was quite impressed with the 
whole “Agamemnon's Ghost" arc. The 

visual references to Goya, Bosch and 
Brueghel (the Elder) were so implicit to the 
plot, and that paraphrase of the subway 
sequence from B. Krigstein’s “The Master 
Race” (E.C. Comies) was utterly mind- 
boggling. | did catch the reference to The 
Trojan Women and the casual aside about 
Raskalnikov climbing the stairs to murder 

the pawnbroker in Crime and Punishment! 
Keep up the good work! 

Simon Fraser Cains 
Anglesey, N. Wales 

@ 
Dear Slicers and Dicers, 

| wrote. @ song about Dark Claw. Here 
itis: 

Who the baddest raddest dude? 
Who got the style, who got the moves? 
Who throws down on the gangstas and 

the rudes? 
Who'chucks the molesters off the 

roofs? 
It’s Dark Claw! 
Snilkt! 
It's Dark Claw! 
Snikt! 
If you lootin’ and shootin’ 

‘And abumpin' and 
athumpin’ 

You better get straight 

Or you gonna get a 
lumpin’ 

‘Cause the Clawed 
Canuck 

Gonna mess you up 
Gonna rip out your 

kidneys 
‘And mail them down 

to Sidney 
Australia and then 

he's punchin’ 
Your face into luncheon 
Meat all covered with ketchup 

jou just standin’ there 
‘What's up, what's up?” 

And outside it's raining fists on your head 
If you didn’t know better, you think you 
was dead 

Dark Claw! 
Snikt! 
Dark Claw! 
Snikt! 

How do you like this song? It needs a 
heavy house beat with some rad samples. 
If you like it, | have hundreds more. Your 
best fan, 

Tshonge Arbuthnot 
Cleveland, OH 

What can we say, Tshonge? We are 
touched, we are moved, we are trans- 
ported. Hope to see more of your songs 
right here on these pages! 

Dear Creators, 
Thank you for remembering that there 

are a few of us left who appreciate a good 
story and who actually read the comic 
instead of bagging it in mint condition, | 
know you have to answer to the accoun- 
tants and lawyers who run the corporation, 
and you have to make concessions to the 
sales department who pressure you to 
have big events and crossovers and metal- 
lic covers with die-cuts and holograms. It is 
a lot to stand up against. | just wanted to 
thank you for caring about the characters 
as much as the ordinary reader and giving 
s stories with real human impact. 

Margo Bobarek 
Staten Island 

NEXT ISSUE: Whose side is the 
Huntress really on? You'll be devastat- 
ed when you learn the awesome answer 
in—‘This Claw, This Crossbow!” 

Cover credits: Jumpin’ Jim Balent, pencils; 
Roarin’ Ray McCarthy, inks; Maulin’ Matt 

Hollingsworth, colors and separations. 
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